Morphological identification of cyst nematodes requires observation of diagnostic structures, often including the vulval-anal terminal area. To observe all these structures clearly, the posterior region should be dissected from the cyst and mounting on a slide (Figs 100, 101). Viewing diagnostic structures generally requires that the vulval-anal terminal area be mounted with the posterior end up toward the cover glass, and maintaining this position requires special mounting materials. The excised posterior region is then processed to one of several embedding and mounting materials, such as Euparal, glycerin-agar, glycerin-gelatine or Canadian balsam. The terminal regions of the round cyst species (Globodera, Punctodera, Dolichodera and Paradolichodera), which are almost flat, can be placed in a drop of glycerin. Several methods are outlined including, for example, Correia and Abrantes (1997), who describe mounting Heterodera cysts in glycerin-agar. Herein we give a short description of protocols for slide preparation, including embedding vulval cones of lemon-shaped cysts in glycerin-gelatine. This method has an advantage because it is allows relative ease in adjusting orientation. Glycerin-gelatine is prepared with gelatin, glycerol and phenol and is very similar in composition to Kaiser's glycerin jelly. The product must be warmed to 55-60
• C so that it is liquefied during mounting. At approximately 37
• C the product returns to a semi-solid state and thus secures the cone in position. Although glycerin-gelatine can be easily prepared in any laboratory it can also be ordered from Sigma-Aldrich. Phenol is highly toxic to humans and it is recommended that this, and glycerinagar, be handled under ventilated conditions, such as a fume hood. Kirjanova & Krall, 1968 with modification) -Gelatin 3.5 g -Distilled water 21 ml -Glycerin 25 ml -Phenol 0.3 g -Measure 21 ml distilled water into a glass flask, add 3.5 g gelatin and leave for a few min.
Preparation of glycerin-gelatine (after

